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THE JOURNEY OF FOLLOWING JESUS 
Pastor Jim Dunn 

 

1 Corinthians 7:29-35 

29 This is what I mean, brothers: the appointed time has grown very short. From now 

on, let those who have wives live as though they had none, 30 and those who mourn 

as though they were not mourning, and those who rejoice as though they were not 

rejoicing, and those who buy as though they had no goods, 31 and those who deal 

with the world as though they had no dealings with it. For the present form of this world 

is passing away. 

32 I want you to be free from anxieties. The unmarried man is anxious about the things 

of the Lord, how to please the Lord. 33 But the married man is anxious about worldly 

things, how to please his wife, 34 and his interests are divided. And the unmarried or 

betrothed woman is anxious about the things of the Lord, how to be holy in body and 

spirit. But the married woman is anxious about worldly things, how to please her 

husband. 35 I say this for your own benefit, not to lay any restraint upon you, but to 

promote good order and to secure your undivided devotion to the Lord. 

 

Mark 1:14-20 

Jesus Begins His Ministry 

14 Now after John was arrested, Jesus came into Galilee, proclaiming the gospel of 

God, 15 and saying, “The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God is at hand; repent 

and believe in the gospel.” 

 

Jesus Calls the First Disciples 

16 Passing alongside the Sea of Galilee, he saw Simon and Andrew the brother of 

Simon casting a net into the sea, for they were fishermen. 17 And Jesus said to them, 

“Follow me, and I will make you become fishers of men.” 18 And immediately they left 
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their nets and followed him. 19 And going on a little farther, he saw James the son of 

Zebedee and John his brother, who were in their boat mending the nets. 20 And 

immediately he called them, and they left their father Zebedee in the boat with the 

hired servants and followed him. 

 

 

In the name of the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit, Amen. 

Two days after Christmas, rock climbers Tommy 

Caldwell and Kevin Jorgeson attempted the 

unimaginable. They began to climb the Dawn 

Wall. The Dawn Wall is the 3000-foot, vertical wall 

of El Capitan peak in California’s Yosemite 

National Park. Now, others had climbed it before. 

But never before had anyone tried to climb the 

entire length of the Dawn Wall using only their 

hands. Caldwell and Jorgeson would not be 

using any special equipment to pull themselves 

up. They would use ropes only to break their fall.  

 

Of course, they did use ropes to have supplies sent up to them from the camera team 

that accompanied them. They used ropes to secure the tent that they slept in, to fix it 

to the wall. After all, this climb wasn’t going to be completed in an afternoon. 

Originally they estimated that the climb would require 12 days. But Jorgeson was 

severely slowed down by injuries to his hands that required him to rest for several days 

to let the injuries heal. Much of their agony was in their hands, they said. They used 

sanding blocks to file down rough skin, moisturizers to treat blisters and cuts, and a lot 

of ibuprofen to cope with the pain. 

 

Now, imagine being invited to join their team. Imagine Caldwell and Jorgeson inviting 

you to join their rock-climbing team. Imagine climbing up sheer cliffs, wearing shoes 

with spikes, being tied to nothing but a rope for safety, living in a tent that hangs 

suspended from a wall of granite, using nothing but your hands to pull yourself up a 

vertical ocean of rock, not knowing if you’d ever make it back home.  
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Hard to imagine?  

 

Would it be easier to imagine being invited to Jesus’ team? To His original team?  

 

Of Simon Peter and Andrew, James and John? Would it be easier to imagine following 

Jesus across the countryside, journeying from town to town using only your feet. As 

hard as it is to imagine joining a rock-climbing team, how easy is it to imagine 

dropping everything to follow Jesus, leaving your work, your job, your school, your 

house, your wife, your husband, your family and friends, leaving your congregation, 

your pets, leaving everything to follow Jesus, not knowing if you’d ever make it back 

home? It’s hard to imagine.  

 

Of course, it’s no longer possible to follow Jesus just like that. Jesus is no longer on foot, 

walking from Capernaum to Nazareth or from Kansas City to Lawrence. But is there a 

message here for us, an inspiration here for us in the account of the calling and the 

following of Jesus’ first disciples?  

 

Paul would seem to say yes here in 1 Corinthians 7. He writes, “From now on let those 

who have wives live as though they had none… An unmarried man is concerned 

about the Lord’s affairs – how he can please the Lord. But a married man is anxious 

about the affairs of the world – how he can please his wife – and his interests are 

divided. Likewise, an unmarried woman is concerned about the Lord’s affairs: her aim 

is to be devoted to the Lord in both body and spirit. But a married woman is anxious 

about the affairs of this world – how she can please her husband. I am saying this to 

you for your own good, not to restrict you, but that you may live in undivided devotion 

to the Lord.”  

 

Undivided devotion: following Jesus with all your heart and with all your mind and with 

all your body and with all of your strength; making the journey towards pleasing Him in 

all that you do and say and think; pleasing Him with an undivided devotion. So, what 

does that look like specifically?  
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Well, perhaps, you follow Jesus and please Him by volunteering in the food pantry. 

Perhaps, you follow Jesus and please Him by doing a job you love as best you can to 

help others. Perhaps, you follow Jesus and please Him by doing a job you hate but 

which contributes to supporting your family and helping others. Perhaps, you follow 

Jesus and please Him by being generous with your wealth or your time. Perhaps, you 

follow Jesus and please Him by listening to those around you, finding out what they 

need so that you can help them better, gaining their trust so that you can gain a 

hearing for the Gospel. Perhaps, you follow Jesus and please Him by caring for an 

aging parent, a child, or someone else who needs your care. But always you treat 

others with the same regard, love, and patience with which Jesus treated others, 

especially those who are overlooked by society.  

 

Well, that doesn’t sound so crazy. When we describe following Jesus in those terms, it 

doesn’t sound nearly so crazy as what Peter and Andrew and James and John did. 

Not until you get to the part about slipping. In an interview, rock-climber Kevin 

Jorgeson described the frame of mind a climber has to be in while scaling the face of 

a 3000-foot cliff: “You really need to be in the right mindset…to be pretty quiet up 

there in your head and pretty calm and confident.” Those words send shivers up my 

spine. Though rock-climbers like Jorgeson and Caldwell take every precaution and use 

safety ropes, there is the possibility that something can go wrong. A climber can slip 

and fall and be injured or worse. Always there is the possibility that a climber won’t 

ever return home. Here in 1 Corinthians 7 Paul talks about danger and slipping in 

regards to following the Lord with an undivided devotion: “The appointed time has 

grown very short… For the present form of this world is passing away.” The world as we 

know it is slipping over the edge. And the world will take with it whatever and whoever 

gets tangled up in it. As the world finally slips away, it will leave many folks grabbing for 

air, trying to hold onto things that are here today but gone tomorrow. 

 

What are those ropes, what are the things in which we become entangled? What are 

those things that compete for our attention, that threatens to divide our devotion to 

the Lord? One of the entanglements that Paul mentions here is marriage. The anxiety 

of trying to please one’s spouse. What are you anxious about? What is entangling 

you? What makes you anxious? Is it marriage or sex or money or technology or your 
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job or your house or your health or your family or retirement or the desire for prestige? 

Those are just some of the things that can fix our attention and cause us to be 

engrossed and prevent us from continuing the journey of following Jesus. Not one of 

those things is home, not even your house, your marriage, or your family. Home is 

always out ahead of you. As it says in Hebrews 13:14, “For here we do not have an 

enduring city, but we are looking for the city that is to come.”  

 

In that city that is to come you have a place. Secured not with a deposit or earnest 

money or a down payment but paid for in full with the blood of Jesus, because he, 

too, climbed a rock. Mt. Calvary. Calvary’s mournful mountain climb. There adoring at 

His feet, for He did not use only His hands but His feet, too, all nailed to the cross, 

pouring forth that healing fountain, God’s own sacrifice complete, your true home 

secured, paid for in full. So, we are looking for that city that is to come. Yes, in this 

world that is slipping away we are looking for the world that is to come. Jorgeson and 

Caldwell lived in tents on their journey. We live in tents in our hearts. We live in tents not 

because we are homeless but because our home is yet to come. We are waiting for 

our true home to come down. “The Holy City. The new Jerusalem coming down out of 

heaven from God, prepared as a bride beautifully dressed for her husband.” 

Revelation 21:2.    

 

Husbands and wives. A marriage, no matter how good it is, is not your true home. Nor 

is marriage bad. Nor are any of the other things we listed as possible entanglements 

and anxieties in this life. They’re not bad. But each one of those things takes its rightful 

place in your life, each one of those things takes its rightful place in your journey of 

following Jesus, and some of those things can actually draw you closer to Jesus, as 

Jesus makes you more and more certain of where home is. Out ahead of you. As 

Jorgeson and Caldwell were able to inspire each other to keep climbing, so the 

people God has given us can inspire us to keep following Jesus. Perhaps Peter and 

Andrew were meant to inspire each other. Perhaps James and John were meant to 

inspire each other. Who are the people Jesus has given you who inspire you to keep 

following Jesus, to keep journeying towards an undivided devotion to the Lord, who 

keeps you heading towards home?  

Amen 


